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What do I need to supply?  
Nothing! Bring yourself, and a desire to build!! 

What do I get?  
All timbers for the body and neck, hardware, 
pickups, plastics, electronics. Access to 
machinery, jigs, templates and tools. 

Which type of guitars are being built? 
Basically, a “bolt on neck” style instrument. 
There are three main guitar designs to choose 
from: Strat, Tele, and Soloist, and one bass 
guitar design: Jazz. The neck will be a ‘scarf’ 
joint style headstock, with a range of woods 
available.  

Are the materials all quality parts?  
Yes. All hardware supplied is name brand gear: 
Gotoh, Grover, Wilkinson, Graphtec, etc. The 
pickups supplied are Kent Armstrong, but you 
may upgrade to Seymour Duncan’s for a small 
additional fee.  

What types of wood are being used? 
For the body, you choose: African Mahogany, 
Alder, Swamp Ash, Tasmanian Blackwood.  
Neck woods: Rock Maple,  

 

 

Mahogany, Tasmanian Blackwood. Fretboards: 
Ebony, Maple, Rosewood. 

What are some finer details about the 
course? 
There are two courses on offer, one for part 
time students, one or two days per week, and 
another week long course. Both classes are 
limited to five people. The part time class runs 
for 3 hours, once or twice a week for twelve 
sessions. The full time class runs from Monday 
to Saturday. There will be some homework 
given in the part time course, for example: some 
sanding and lacquering.  

What if I don’t feel confident in doing certain 
parts, for example, the neck shape? 
No problem. Whilst the aim of this course is to 
get you started in guitar making, some aspects 
can be a little daunting for a first timer. If we see 
you getting into trouble, or not confident about 
one aspect, we can assist you.  

I don’t have any experience in woodworking, 
is that ok? 
YES! We have designed the course so you do 
not need to know anything about woodworking. 
A short introduction to wood machining must be 
completed prior to starting the course. This intro 
course is included in the cost. 

Which type of finish are we using? 
Because lacquering can very easily consume a 
lot of time, the finish supplied will be Tung Oil. 
The neck will be satin or gloss Nitrocellulose. 
You may choose to do some work at home to 
lacquer your guitar. We can direct you to 
suppliers that sell fantastic, cheap, DIY lacquer 
kits. 

 

 

 

Is this a once off course, or are you planning 
on doing more? 
Yes, this is an ongoing opportunity. However, 
the courses will not be run often. Ultimately, we 
would like to run a basic and intermediate 
course (set neck, or through neck guitars, or 
carved tops) throughout the year. 

Im from the Eastern States, do you run a 
week long course I can attend?  
YES! As long as we have 4-5 people signed on 
for the same week, we can run the course 
during the day, rather than at night.  

Ok, what’s the bottom line… HOW MUCH? 
$2650. That includes all the timbers and 
hardware, pickups, introduction to wood 
machining, 12 session course on guitar making, 
and access to jigs, tools and machinery. If you 
are travelling from the eastern states, or would 
prefer to do our week long course, the full time 
course is $2950.  

How does that price, compare to the quality 
of the finished instrument? 
If you are patient, and have an eye for detail, 
there is no reason why your first guitar can’t be 
equivalent to a $2000+ name brand guitar.  

How do I book? 
Contact us to reserve your place. Spaces are 
strictly limited  

When? 
Part time courses start: Feb, May, Sept 2008 
Full time course April and Oct 2008 
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Body shape: 
Strat, Tele, Soloist, or Jazz body styles 
Body woods: 
African Mahogany, Alder, Tasmanian 
Blackwood, Swamp Ash (+$90).   
Neck styles: 
Scarf joint, laminated or single piece 
Neck woods : 
Rock Maple, Mahogany, Tasmanian Blackwood. 
Fretboards :  
Maple, Rosewood, Ebony (+$30). 
Hardware - Bridges: 
Vintage trem (+$100), or hardtail (Fender style), 
Wilkinson trem (+$150), Floyd Rose Original or 
Pro (+$350) 
Hardware – tuners: 
Gotoh, Grover locking (+$40), Schaller locking 
(+$70) 
Hardware – Colour: 
Chrome, Black, Gold (+$75) 
Electronic cavities: 
Rear loaded (pickup surrounds, no pickguard), 
or front loaded (pickguard, no pickup 
surrounds). 
Pickup configuration: 
2 x humbucker, 3 x single coil 
Pickups – Single coils: 
“Texas Vintage”, “Tweed Tone”. Seymour 
Duncan upgrades (+$100-$160 each) 
Pickups – Humbuckers: 
PAF, Hotrod, Distortion. Seymour Duncan 
upgrades (+$120-$160 each) * 

 Specifications subject to change, and limited to availability of timbers and 

hardware. 
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Dates are scheduled as soon as we have four or five 
participants. Contact us now to reserve your spot! 

 

Additional add-on courses: 

Pickup winding : $250 – Learn the basics of 
pickup winding, and wind your own pickups for 

your guitar. 
Inlay Workshop : $500 – Three 3 hour 

sessions, including all materials. Tools supplied. 
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Owned and operated by Perry Ormsby, his guitar 
making workshop has fast become THE company to 
contract your next custom made solid body electric. 
Perry’s keen eye for detail, and fresh imagination, 
has seen him win multiple awards in the field of 
lutherie. Based in Beaconsfield (South Fremantle), 
Western Australia, Ormsby Guitars build one off solid 
body electric guitars, specializing in set and through 
neck styles, and amazing carved exotic wood tops. 
Despite being based in W. Australia, guitars have 
been ordered from around the globe, including East 
and West coast of the USA, Singapore, Japan, and 
Europe, as well as throughout Australia. Perry 
currently contributes articles to Australian Guitar 
Magazine on a bi-monthly basis 
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